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true, that the young men were going over to the Rebels
wholesale, and that the supply of arms furnished was
scanty in quantity and defective in quality.

Cameron was alarmed at these statements, and promised
to do all in his power to help Sherman. Then Sherman
unrolled a big map, and pointed out the great importance
of resisting the Rebel advance along the Kentucky line.
McClellan was guarding one hundred miles with one hun-
dred thousand men, and Fremont one hundred miles with
sixty thousand men, while he had only eighteen thousand
men to guard over three hundred miles. He ought to have,
he said, sixty thousand men at once for defensive purposes,
and if he was to assume the aggressive he would need two
hundred thousand. These estimates startled Cameron, and
when he returned to Washington, a few days later, he spoke
of them as "insane." The word was quickly taken up,
and soon the whole country was ringing with the startling
intelligence that the Commander of the Army of the Cum-
berland was a madman. Before this, however, Sherman
had written as follows to Adjutant-General Thomas:

"On my arrival at Camp Dick Robinson, I found Gene-
ral Thomas had stationed a Kentucky regiment at Rock
Castle Hill, beyond a river of the same name, and had sent
an Ohio and an Indiana regiment forward in support. He
was embarrassed for transportation, and I authorized him
to hire teams, and to move his whole force nearer to his
advance-guard so as to support it, as he had information
of the approach of Zollicoffer toward London. I have
just heard from him, that he had sent forward General
Schoepf with Colonel Wolford's Cavalry, Colonel Stead-
man's Ohio Regiment, and a battery of artillery, followed
on a succeeding day by a Tennessee brigade. He had still
two Kentucky regiments, the Thirty-eighth Ohio, and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